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held suspected of heresy. All persons were to confess,
and communicate three times a year, or were in like
manner under suspicion,of heresy. No layman was per-
mitted to have any book of the Old or New Testament,
especially in a translation, unless perhaps the Psalter,
with a breviary, or the Hours of the Virgin. No one
suspected of heresy could practise as a physician. Care
was to be taken that no heretic had access to sick or
dying persons. All wills were to be made in the pre-
sence of a priest. No office of trust was to be held by
one in evil fame as a heretic. Those were in evil fame
who were so by common report-, or so declared by good
and grave witnesses before the bishop.k

But statutes of persecution always require new sta
tutes rising above each other in regular grada- councU of
tions of rigour and cruelty.   The Legate found Melun-
the canons of Toulouse to be eluded or inefficient.   He
summoned a council at Melun, attended by the Arch-
bishop of Narbonne and other prelates.   The unhappy
Count of Toulouse was compelled to frame the edicts
of this council into laws for his dominions.01   The first
provision showed that persecution had wrought despair.
It was directed against those who had murdered, or
should murder, or conceal the murderers of persecutors

k The statutes of Toulouse in Mansi,
sub ann. Compare Limborch, His-
toria Inquisitionis. Among the other
decrees of the Council was one which
declared the absolute immunity of all
clerks from taxation, unless they were
merchants or married (mercatores vel
uxorati). If one succeeded to the in-
heritance of a lay fief, he was answer-
able for its burthens. They were like-
wise free from tolls (peages). Every
person was bound to attend church on

Sundays and holidays. The statutes
against private wars were in a more
Christian spirit, only beyond the age.
Every male above 14 was sworn to
keep the peace; and heavy penalties
denounced against all who should
violate it. This was perhaps a law of
foreign conquerors in a subjugated
land.

* Conveutus Melduncnsis. Statute
Raimoudi, A.D. 1233. Labbe Concii,
sub ann.